Jolly Phonics Program - Overview
Letter Groups
Group 1:   s, a, t, i, p, n
Group 2:   c k, e, h, r, m, d 
Group 3:   g, o, u, l, f, b
Group 4:   ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or
Group 5:   z, w, ng, v, little oo, long oo
Group 6:   y, x, ch, sh, voiced th, unvoiced th
Group 7:   qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar 
Important: There are two types of sounds in English. Some are pure continuous sounds like sssssss, fffffff, rrrrrrrrrr, mmmmm, nnnnnn and vvvvvvv. Other sounds have a schwa – like an ‘uh’ sound at the end of the letter sound. Like ‘b’ cannot be said without a schwa at the end. It is recommended that the letter sound is made with as little schwa as possible. 

Writing Letters
Letters with Sticks: b, d, f, h, k, l, t
Letters with Tails: f, g, j, p, q, y
Letters that Go Down First: b, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, p, r, t, u, v, w, x
Letters that Go towards End of Page: e, z 
Caterpillar Letters: c, a, d, o, g, p
Note: There is an exit stroke at the end of most of the letters for joining.

Blending
Initial Consonant Blends
Bl, cl, fl, pl, sl, br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, st, sc, sm, sn, tw, shr, thr, scr, spr, str
Examples: bran, clap, clip, club, flag, flat, flap, flip, glad, plan, plug, plum, plot, slap, slim, slug, crab, crop, drag, drip, drop, drug, drum, frog, from, grab, grim, grip, print, prop, trim, trap, trip, smog, snap, snip, snug, swam, swim, swum, twig, twin

Final Consonant Blends
Lb, ld, lf, lk, lm, ln, lp, lt, ct, ft, nt, pt, xt, mp, nd
Examples: bulb, held, golf, milk, silk, film, help, gulp, belt, melt, quilt, gift, lift, soft, ant, pant, bent, went, tent, mint, hunt, kept, next, camp, damp, lamp, bend, mend, wind, pond, skip, desk, step, best, nest, lost, must, plump, slept, frost, grand, crisp
Activities for Phonic Words - Blending
1. Word Boxes (Introduce after Group 4 sounds have been introduced)
2. Word Families (Diversify the phonic letter sounds by practicing word families)
3. After Initial Sound – A game where the teacher says a word (e.g. pink) and the children reply saying the word, removing the first sound (ink)
4. The Chopping Game (The teacher says a word which is chopped by the children by removing the first sound (e.g. slush – lush, ush, sh)
5. Letter Board – A three row pocket board in which the first row has the vowel cards and the last row has consonants that can be used to form words. The child picks the consonants and vowels to form words.
6. Dictation – sounds and words
7. Independent Writing – Children should get the opportunities to write independently. They can also be encouraged to write taking help from picture cards.

Alternate Spellings of Vowels  
There are three main ways of making the ‘ai’ sound.
a		ay		ai
There are two main ways of making the ‘ee’ sound.
ee		ea
There are four main ways of making the ‘ie’ sound.
i		e		igh		ie
There are three main ways of making the ‘oa’ sound.
o		oa		ow
There are three main ways of making the ‘ue’ sound.
ue		ew		u
There are three main ways of making the ‘er’ sound.
er		ir		ur
There are three main ways of making the ‘or’ sound.
or		au		aw
There are two main ways of making the ‘oi’ sound.
oi		oy
There are two main ways of making the ‘ou’ sound.
ou		ow



Tricky Words - Irregular Words
I		the		he		she		me		we		be
was		to		do		are		all		you		your	
come		some		said		here		there		they		go	
no		so		my		one		by		like		have	
live		give		only		old		little		down		what
when		why		where		who		which		any		many
more		before		other		were		because		want		saw
put		could		should		would		right		two		four
goes		does		made		their

Activities for Tricky Words
1. Look, Cover, Write, Check – 
2. Word Wall
3. String Joining – Photocopiable templates are provided for children to be used with strings/laces for joining the letter sounds to the pictures 
4. Matching Letters, Pictures, Words
5. Sentence Sticking – Photocopiable templates are provided for children to cut sentences and pastes below the correct pictures.
6. Reading Games – Templates are provided for reading board games
7. Missing Sounds – Worksheets are provided for children to write the letter sounds
8. HW Writing Sheets – Word lists are provided to be sent home for children to practice the letter sounds. These words should be revised the following day before the next list is sent.
9.  Letter Clue Pictures – Only three templates are provided which guide students to practice the family words.
10. Mnemonics. The initial letter of each word in a saying gives the correct spelling of a word. For instance, laugh - Laugh At Ugly Goat's Hair.















GROUP 1
Group 1 – Sound     s

Suggested Storyline: A child takes a dog for a walk in the country. The dog starts to bark. There is a ssssssss sound and a snake slithers away.
Action: Children weave their arms like a snake while making the sound sssssssssssss sound.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, come back round and then round the other way.

Group 1 – Sound     a
Suggested Storyline: A family are going on a picnic. The children suggest food to be taken. They sit down and spread out the lunch. They start eating. One of the children feels a tickling on their arm and says a a a a a a ants. They jump up and leave the ants. 
Action: Children pretend the ants are going up their arms and say a a a a.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, back round the way you started, then straight down. 

Group 1 – Sound     t
Suggested Storyline: Some children go to a tennis match between two famous people. They have great fun watching the match. The watch the people opposite turning their heads from side to side. The children join in turning their heads every time they hear the ‘t’ sound of the racket hitting the ball. 
Action: Children imitate watching tennis turning head from side to side and saying t t t t.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, then down and round, then put a sticker cross.

Group 1 – Sound     i 
Suggested Storyline: The family gets a new pet white mouse. That night the mouse gets out. It jumps on the desk and knocks over the ink bottle. Ink splashes over the mouse. After that the mouse is named ‘Inky’. 
Action: Children pretend to be Inky Mouse and wiggle their fingers on the end of their nose saying i i i i i i.
Letter Formation: Down you go, round and a dot at the top.

Group 1 – Sound     p 
Suggested Storyline: It is a child’s birthday. The mother has made a cake in the shape of a pig and has put five trick candles that relight when blown out. The child puffs the candles out, but every time the candles appear to have gone out, they light up again. 
Action: Children imagine their finger is a candle and try to puff the trick candle out saying p p p p.
Letter Formation: All the way down, all the way back up, and round.

Group 1 – Sound     n
Suggested Storyline: The child has a model aeroplane and goes out to fly it. There is a lot of noise as it takes off. It goes round and round making a nnnnnnnnnnn sound. The aeroplane then pulls out of the nosedive and lands safely. 
Action: Children put their arms out and pretend to be the aeroplane making a continuous nnnnnn sound.
Letter Formation: Down, back up and over you go.


GROUP 2
Group 2 – Sound     c, k
Suggested Storyline: A family goes on a holiday to Spain. They go in an aeroplane (show ‘n’ letter again and make nnnnn noise). It is lovely and hot in Spain. They spend the day on the beach and comeback in the evening for dinner. After dinner, Spanish dancers perform in the hotel. The ladies wear bright coloured dresses and have castanets which make a c c c c sound. 
Action: Children pretend to be a Spanish dancer and click fingers above head saying c c c c .
Letter Formation: k - All the way down, back a little way, make a little hoop then put the kicking leg on with a joining tail. 		c - Start at the top, go down and stop.

Group 2 – Sound     e (short)
Suggested Storyline:  Some children go to stay on the farm. They watch the cows being milked. They are asked to collect the eggs for breakfast. Everybody comes in the eat the eggs. The children crack the eggs open on side of pan saying e e e e e e e egg.
Action: Children pretend to hold egg in one hand and tap it against the pan saying e e e, then use both hands to open the egg shell and say e.
Letter Formation: Go along, then over the top and round.

Group 2 – Sound     h
Suggested Storyline: The school has a sports day. Some children are in the hopping race. By the time they get to the end they are panting saying h h h. 
Action: Children pretend they are panting, and say h h h h h .
Letter Formation: Start right at the top, then down, bounce back up and over again and don’t forget the joining tail.

Group 2 – Sound     r
Suggested Storyline:  A family has a playful puppy. It has a favourite piece of ragged blanket. They went to wash the blanket and try to take it away. They puppy grips the blanket in its teeth and shakes his head making a rrrrrrrrrrrr sound.
Action: Children pretend to be the puppy holding the blanket, shaking their heads and making a rrrrrr sound.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, down, bounce up and over just a little.

Group 2 – Sound     m
Suggested Storyline: The children tell the class what their favourite meal is. Each time a child describes their favourite meal, they rub their tummies and say mmmmmmm. 
Action: Children rub tummy and say mmmmmm.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, down and bounce back over and over again and don’t forget the joining tail.

Group 2 – Sound     d
Suggested Storyline:  A child helps their older brother to clear out his old toys. At the back of the cupboard they find a drum. They start playing it making a d d d d d sound.
Action: Children pretend to be playing a drum, moving hands up and down saying d d d d.
Letter Formation: Start in the middle, back up and round and up the way you started, go on up, stop at the top and back down to the bottom, and don’t forget the joining tail.
GROUP 3
Group 3 – Sound    g 
Suggested Storyline:  A sink is blocked and full of water. A plumber is called. The sink is unblocked and as the water goes down it makes a gurgling sound g g g g g g g.
Action: Children pretend their hand is in the water going round and round down the drain saying g g g g g.
Letter Formation: Start with a caterpillar c, go up, then down under for the tail

Group 3 – Sound     o (short)
Suggested Storyline: A family moves into a new house. In the new bedroom the children can reach the light switch from the bed. They play turning the light on and off saying o o, o o, o o, until they are stopped.
Action: Children point finger, as if pushing the switch on and off daying o o, o o, o o.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, go back around caterpillar c then all the way around to the top.

Group 3 – Sound     u
Suggested Storyline:  The family goes out for a walk on a very sunny day. One child insists on taking a new umbrella. Everybody laughs at the child, BUT during the day it does begin to rain. Up goes the umbrella. The child says u up... u up... umbrella. The child keeps dry – everybody else gets wet!
Action: Children make an upward motion with hand, as if putting up an umbrella saying u u u u.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, down and round and up then straight back down then the joining tail.

Group 3 – Sound    l
Suggested Storyline: It is a sunny day. Some children are playing in the park. They get hot and thirsty. They go and buy an iced lolly. The lick the lollies saying l l l lick, l l l lolly.
Action: Children put out their tongues, pretending to be licking a lolly saying l l l .
Letter Formation: Start at the top, then down and then the joining tail.

Group 3 – Sound    f
Suggested Storyline: Some children are given a big inflatable fish that floats on water. They take it to the beach. Their father holds onto the fish while the children play on it. Suddenly they hear a fffffff sound and the fish begins to deflate.
Action: Children bring their hands together as if the fish is deflating making a fffffffff sound.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, round and down and put a stick across.

Group 3 – Sound    b
Suggested Storyline:  Some children go to the park and play ball. As the bat hits the ball it makes a b sound.
Action: Children pretend to hold a bat and hit a ball saying b b b. Show them the correct formation of the letter by thinking of the downstroke of the b as the bat and the round part of the b as the ball. They hit the ball along the line, with the bat, when writing.  
Letter Formation: Start at the top, come down the bat, back half way and round the ball.
GROUP 4
Group 4 – Sound     ai
Suggested Storyline: A child cannot hear well. She keeps saying ‘ai’. Her mother takes her to the doctor. The wax in her ear is removed, so there are no more ai’s!
Action: The children cup their hand over their ear and say ai.

Group 4 – Sound    j
Suggested Storyline: Mum has made some jelly for tea. When it is ready she tips it on to a plate. Bee and Snake wobble like the jelly saying j j j j jelly.
Action: The children pretend to be the jelly. They wrap arms round their body saying j j j j j.
Letter Formation: All the way down and a little round, then a dot at the top.

Group 4 – Sound     oa
Suggested Storyline: It is a windy day. An oak tree falls on a goat. Some passing children say oaa, oa, poor, goat. The farmer frees the goat.
Action: Children see the goat. They put their hand over their mouth and say oa, oa.

Group 4 – Sound    ie
Suggested Storyline: A child goes to a fancy dress party in a sailor suit. The child stands to attention and salutes saying ie, ie.
Action: Children pretend to be the sailor and salute saying ie, ie.

Group 4 – Sound    ee and or
Suggested Storyline: A donkey lives in a field. Some children take him carrots. The donkey greets them by saying ee or.
Action: Ensure that the children recognise these as separate sounds. Children pretend their hands are the donkey ears, their hands are straight up for ee and bent down for or, saying ee or, ee or.





















GROUP 5
Group 5 – Sound    z
Suggested Storyline: Bees fly around in the garden. They go from flower to flower. Every time they fly they make a zzzzzzzzzz sound.
Action: Children pretend to be bees by keeping their elbows in and flapping their arms up and down saying zzzzzz zzzz.
Letter Formation: Go along, stop, slope back down, then a little forward.

Group 5 – Sound     w
Suggested Storyline: Tell Aesop’s Fable of ‘The Wind and the Sun’. The West wind said, ‘I will get the man to take his coat off’ and blew and blew. The man held onto his coat. Then the Sun shone brighter and hotter until the man took off his coat.
Action: Children cup hands and blow on to them saying wwwwwww.
Letter Formation:  Just down and up, again down and up.

Group 5 – Sound   ng  
Suggested Storyline: Some children are watching weightlifting on television. They laugh at the strange faces and noises, Then they pretend they are the weightlifters, using brooms and pulling a face, and say ngngngngng.
Action: Children pretend to be lifting a heavy weight and say ngngng.

Group 5 – Sound    v
Suggested Storyline: Uncle Vic arrives in a van and asks if the children would like to come with him to pick up some people from the station. He drives around dropping people off at their houses. As he drives, the children make a vvvvvv sound.
Action: Children pretend to be driving, holding the steering wheel and saying vvvvvvvvvv.
Letter Formation: Just down and up.

Group 5 – Sound    little oo and long oo
Suggested Storyline: Some children are visiting a house. They see a cuckoo clock on the wall. It is nearly 3 o clock. They wait to see what happens. As it strikes three the cuckoo pops in and out of the clock saying oo ooo, oo ooo,
Action: Children pretend to be the cuckoo poking its head in and out of the clock saying oo, ooo, oo ooo.













GROUP 6
Group 6 – Sound    y
Suggested Storyline: A family goes shopping. The children choose a yellow yogurt to havbe after dinner. They eat the yogurts saying yyyyyummy, yyyyyellow, yyyyyyyyyyogurt.
Action:  Children pretend to eat yogurt. With each spoonful they say y, y, y, y y.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, down, round and up,  then back down and round again.

Group 6 – Sound    x
Suggested Storyline: A child has fallen and hurt his hand. He has an x-ray taken to see if a bone has been broken.
Action: The children pretend to take an x-ray picture, pointing the camera and saying ks, ks. The children can be told that the letter x makes two sounds, k-s.
Letter Formation: Start at the top, then down. Again start at the top crossing the first stroke and then the joining tail.

Group 6 – Sound    ch
Suggested Storyline: Some children see pictures of old steam trains in a book. They play trains in the garden going along saying ch ch ch ch.
Action:  Children pretend to be a steam train and move bent arms backwards and forwards saying ch ch ch ch.

Group 6 – Sound    sh
Suggested Storyline: There is a new baby in the family. She keeps crying. She goes to sleep at last. Her brother comes along and her mother puts her finger to his lips and says shshshsh.
Action: Children pretend to be the mother and say shshshsh.


Group 6 – Sound    th  (voiced and unvoiced)
Suggested Storyline: A family goes to the circus. One clown is a bit rude, and puts out the tip of his tongue making the sound th (voiced, as in this). The other clown is very rude – he sticks out his tongue a long way, saying ththth (unvoiced as in thin). 
Action: The children pretend to be the two clowns, saying the two th sounds. They pretend to be less rude by sticking out their tongue a little and say th (voiced, as in this) and the very rude clown by sticking their tongue far out and say thth (whispered as in thin)














GROUP 7
Group 7 – Sound     qu
Suggested Storyline: A family goes to the park to feed the ducks. They pretend to be ducks and say qu, qu, qu, qu quack.
Action:  Children make their hands into a duck’s bill while saying qu, qu, qu. The children can be told that the two letters make the qu make two sounds k-w. When the children hear the sounds k-w in a word, it is generally written as qu.

Group 7 – Sound   ou 
Suggested Storyline: A girl is learning to sew. She threads a needle and makes a few stitches. She brings the needle up and accidently pricks her thumb and says ou. 
Action: Children pretend their dinger is a needle and stab their thumb on the other hand saying ou.

Group 7 – Sound    oi
Suggested Storyline: Some sailors are on their ship. The ship develops engine trouble and they need help. They look out for another ship. They see one at last and shout oi – ship ahoy.
Action: Children cup hands round mouth as if hailing the other ship and say oi.

Group 7 – Sound    ue
Suggested Storyline: At a birthday party the children play a game. A child is in the middle of a circle of children. The other children pass the ring behind their backs. The one in the middle has to guess who has got the ring. The child points and says “I think it is ue.”
Action: Children point finger and say ue.

Group 7 – Sound    er
Suggested Storyline: Some children bake gingerbread people and animals. They mix all the ingredients with a mixer making the err sound.
Action: Children pretend to be mixer and roll thir hands over and over saying errrrrrrrrrr.

Group 7 – Sound    ar
Suggested Storyline: A child has a sore throat. She goes to see the doctor who looks into her throat while the child says ahahahahah.
Action: children pretend their throat is sore and open their mouths and say ahahahah.








